Saving the Last Population
of Asiatic Cheetah in Iran

BACKGROUND

The Asiatic cheetah, often called the Iranian cheetah, is a subspecies of the cheetah, native to
Iran. Historically, the Asiatic cheetah was widely distributed throughout the Middle East and
Central Asia, but due to habitat loss, hunting, and other human activities, its population has
sharply declined over the past century. Today, the Asiatic cheetah is critically endangered,
with fewer than 50 individuals remaining in the wild. Conservation efforts are underway to
protect and restore the species, including captive breeding programs and habitat restoration
initiatives. Despite these efforts, the future of the Asiatic cheetah remains uncertain, and
continued conservation efforts will be necessary to ensure their survival.

WHAT IS THE PROBLEM?
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With only about 40 individuals left in Iran, the Asiatic cheetah is in danger of
going extinct. Once common throughout this country, this species’ range has
significantly decreased by habitat degradation and poaching. The Asiatic cheetah also
suffers from diseases and environmental factors because of their limited population size.
Since this subspecies is genetically distinct from the African subspecies, the threat of
extinction is greater, and the loss of this population cannot be reversed. Therefore,
immediate conservation actions are required to preserve the remaining individuals
before its too late.
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DOWN THE ROAD OF DEATH SHEEP HERDS
The presence of sheep herds poses a significant threat to
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Sadly, one of the major threats to the the survival of the Asiatic cheetah in Iran. As their grazing
Asiatic cheetah in Iran is death on the affects the vegetation on cheetahs range, causing the
roads. As their habitat becomes more scarcity if prey. Also, the danger of herding dogs
fragmented and human populations wandering around is one of the primary reasons forcing
grow, the cheetahs are forced to cross cheetahs to move and cross the road.

busy roads in search of food. ThisJ r
brings the risk of death due to being LOW GENETIC DIVERSITY

hit by vehicles. In recent years, there Due to their small population size and isolation,
have been several reports of cheetahs
being killed on the roads, highlighting

the urgent need for measures to

inbreeding has become a common occurrence among
Asiatic cheetahs. As a result, they may become less

genetically diverse, which increases their vulnerability to

reduce the impact of roads on this diseases and reduces their capacity to adjust to changing

critically endangered species. variables in their environment.
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Why Should We Care?
What Can DTA Do?




